AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

in our peoples, it must have the service of
every man and woman in the body politic.
So long as a representative system exists, and
it is difficult to see what could take its place
with the large populations concerned, the
first obvious responsibility resting on the
people is their choice of representatives.
And this responsibility rests on them in every
field of public work, from Parliament to the
administration of the great cities, of counties,
to the smallest units of local government.

There is no democratic country that has
not fallen short in these matters. Yet if you
have not dean honest administration, there
you have a rotten patch in your body politic,
and, as when you have one or two bad apples
in a basket, you don't know how far the rot
may spread. Democracies cannot affofd
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